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Thomas Hardye Sixth Form 

Newspaper 

This issue of the Thomas Hardye Sixth Form Newspaper is a pilot version in order to receive feedback from the 

student body; we would like to know how to make this paper useful to you, so please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

FILM REVIEWS 

Jurassic World 

Jurassic World was a good film in context of camera angles, 

graphics and effects. If you are a fan of the Jurassic Park 

films I wouldn’t suggest watching Jurassic World as in my 

own opinion the original films are better. However, if you 

do not mind clichéd films then it is enjoyable to watch.  

Avengers: Age of Ultron 

This movie was one of the best out of the Avengers films. It 

was thrilling, and just like the previous films it was also 

comedic. For a film that’s 2 hours 30 minutes long, it feels 

short! In my opinion it was a great ending to the second 

Marvel 2 year serial. Even if you have not watched the 

previous films, it is easy to sit through and is not hard to 

understand the storyline. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

A Monster Calls - by Patrick Ness 

This book is gripping and thrilling, I could not put it down. It’s one of those books 

that captures you and you can’t stop reading until you’ve finished. It is a dark and 

sorrowful book, but despite this it is enjoyable. It focuses on the dawning reality of 

a 13 year old boy whose mother is dying, meaning he will be left to live with his 

Grandmother. It is a heart wrenching story that also focuses on bullying and 

troubles at school. Every night at the same time Conor, the 13 year old boy, is 
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visited by a dark and mysterious monster. However, this monster is not the one 

Conor had been expecting. 

Hush Hush - by Becca Fitzpatrick 

In 2009 this book was the bestselling young adult fantasy novel. The novel consists 

of a mixture of teen romance, dark fantasy and cliché American teen troubles. Many 

say that it is like Twilight in that sense; however the story focuses around fallen 

angels. Despite the similarity to the twilight saga, these set of books are perfect if 

you love teen romance and a thrilling story line. With a main character that is 

aggravating, but you can’t help but fall in love with them.   

SUMMER IDEAS 

Don’t forget that in summer you need 

to relax after the stress of exams, 

EPQs, personal statements and the 

general process of University 

applications. You could always grab 

some coupons and head to Monkey 

World or the Sea Life Centre. Take a 

few friends along and have a laugh! 

You can never beat just relaxing on 

the beach or in the garden, hanging 

out with friends, getting a tan (if the 

weather’s nice) and forgetting all your 

troubles for the day. 

It seems clichéd but you can never go 

wrong with a festival! If you feel like 

staying local we’ve got Bestival and 

Anonymous on over the summer. If 

you’d rather go further afield you 

can’t go wrong with Boardmasters or 

Reading. 

PERSONAL STATEMENT HELP 

First and foremost, be yourself! 

Universities need a glimpse of your 

personal writing style. Using  

 

words that you don’t understand or 

saying things you don’t mean will only 

catch you out at interview. 

Cut the waffle! With only 4000 

characters, you need to make every 

word count so make sure you 

proofread and get your friends to help 

out. 

Show your passion for the subject 

without saying ‘passion’. Admissions 

tutors will read hundreds of personal 

statements from people, all with the 

same ‘passion’ as you, so be different! 

Extracurricular activities are really 

useful but Universities won’t accept 

you just because you have Grade 8 

Piano (unless you want to study music 

of course). They need to know how 

Grade 8 Piano has influenced your 

subject choice. 

You need to show that you have a 

interest in your subject and that you 

have pursued your interest outside the 

classroom. 
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HUMANITIES 
~ Christina Deeney ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Full name: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

 Population: 33.4 million (UN, 2012) 

 Capital and largest city: Kabul 

 Area: 652,225 sq km (251,773 sq miles) 

 Major languages: Dari, Pashto 

 Major religion: Islam 

 Life expectancy: 49 years (men),  

49 years (women) (UN) 

 

Afghanistan's economy depends heavily on the drugs trade. The 

country supplies over 90% of the world's opium, the raw ingredient 

of heroin. They are estimated to receive up to US$100m a year 

from the trade. 

In May 2015, Taliban representatives and Afghan officials held 

informal peace talks in Qatar. Both sides agreed to continue the 

talks at a later date, though the Taliban insisted that they would 

not stop fighting until all foreign troops had left the country. 

June: This Day In History 

1st: Superman Appears For The First Time in 

D.C. Comics (1938)  

2nd: Queen Elizabeth II formally crowned as 

The Queen in England (1953) 

5th: Six-Day War in the Middle East War 

begins when Israel launches simultaneous 

attacks against Egypt and Syria (1967) 

8th:  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Last Speech 

Before Assassinated (1968) 

9th: Donald Duck makes his first film 

appearance, in The Wise Little Hen, a short by 

Walt Disney (1934) 

14th: Anne Frank began her diary after she 

receives it for her 13th birthday (1942) 

16th: The Movie Grease, starring John 

Travolta and Olivia Newton-John opened 

(1978) 

AFGHANISTAN 

17th: The French gift to the United States 

"The Statue of Liberty" arrives in New York 

City aboard the French ship Isere (1885) 

20th:  The summer blockbuster movie 

"Jaws" is released (1975) 

25th: The Beatles record "All You Need Is 

Love" in front of an international television 

audience (1967) 

26th: Michael Jackson dies (2009) 

27th: The world’s first recorded Ebola virus 

epidemic (1967)  

28th: Mike Tyson bites Evander Holyfield's 

Ear (1997) 

30th: JK Rowling's first Harry Potter book UK 

"Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone" 

released in the UK (1997) 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
~ Oliver Weaver ~ 

THE ELECTION FALLOUT 

Where the opposition stands 

Just over two months ago the country 

took part in the General Election, which, 

to many people’s surprise returned 

David Cameron to Downing Street with 

an all-Conservative government. The 

result was certainly shocking, 

considering all predictions suggesting 

another ‘hung’ Parliament and coalition 

government. The 10pm exit polls, 

announced on 7th indicated a decisive 

Conservative win, but forecast a ‘hung’ 

parliament (one in which no party has 

more than half the seats), but as the 

night dragged on, the scale of their 

victory became clear; by 12am the next 

day it was announced that they had 

secured an absolute majority of 331 

seats, a majority of 9.  

The night was an absolute disaster for 

the Labour, who suffered their worst 

election result since 1983; however 

harrowing this experience was for 

Labour, it is in no way comparable to 

the Liberal Democrats, who lost 48 of 

56 seats, leaving them with just 8 

isolated seats. I witnessed the unseating 

of one such MP, David Laws, who served 

the Yeovil constituency for 14 years – it 

was an emotional moment which put 

into perspective the level of defeat the 

Lib Dems had suffered, when our results 

were declared shortly after 6am.  

Within hours of the final results being 

declared soon after mid-day on the 9th 

May, Nick Clegg (Lib Dem), Ed Miliband 

(Labour), and Nigel Farage (UKIP) 

resigned, claiming they were personally 

responsible for their parties’ poor 

performance. Farage reappeared as 

leader a week later, after being asked to 

return by their National Executive, which 

divided the party and proved 

controversial. Nick Clegg and Ed 

Miliband though accepted their fate, 

and have since remained in hiding; Ed 

Miliband went as far as to take his 

family to Ibiza! 

Nick Clegg featured on LBC in late June, 

in which he claimed that he had ‘not 

destroyed his party’, and that he had 

“no regrets” about entering into 

coalition with the Conservatives back in 

May 2010. This was the chief reason, 

many think, why the Liberal Democrat 

result was so disastrous. Without taking 

sides in the debate, the Liberal 

Democrats, despite their compromises, 

the most notable of which being 

supporting the raising of tuition fees, 

did provide a positive counter-balance 

in the coalition, thwarting many 
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attempts by the Conservatives to 

clamp-down on civil liberties or to 

abandon Foreign Aid and Military 

spending targets. 

Something else to consider, is that there 

would have only been a minority 

government in 2010, If Clegg had sided 

with Labour or if it was just the Tories, 

which would have damaged economic 

recovery in the wake of the 2008 

financial crisis. Whether you agree with 

Austerity politics or not, the country 

needed a strong government to induce 

confidence in the markets so to pull the 

country back from the brink – and it 

literally was. 

Back to Labour for a minute – 232 seats 

in the Commons. Labour, as did the 

Conservatives, Greens, UKIP (every-

other party than the Lib Dems), actually 

increased their percentage of the vote, 

[Labour ] by 1.4%. There is no denying 

though that this was a terrible result for 

the opposition party – they even lost Ed 

Balls, the Shadow Chancellor’s seat, who 

could have become the second most 

powerful in the country. Embarrassingly 

enough not only did his party not win, 

his seat was taken from him by a 

majority of 422 for the Conservative 

candidate Andrea Jenkyns. 

There are a variety of possible reasons 

why Labour ‘lost’ the 2015 General 

election, ranging from incoherent 

policies and obliteration in Scotland, to 

uncharismatic leadership, no clear break 

from New Labour, and a strong 

Conservative campaign. The latter was 

possibly the most influential of the 

afore reasons. From the beginning of 

parliament in 2010, the Conservatives 

had a coherent and clear message, that 

they were going to fix the economy, 

laying out the ways in which they were 

going to achieve this, calling it their 

‘Long-term economic plan’, which stuck 

in people’s minds. David Cameron, in 

classic Tory fashion, constantly referred 

to the weaknesses of the previous 

[Brown] administration, and blaming 

Labour for the economic crisis. 

Labour failed to effectively organise, 

after what they thought to be a bad 

result in 2010, and to present an 

opposition view in Parliament. The 

leadership race of September 2010 was 

hotly contested, and the media were 

quick to capitalise on the divisions in 

the party, and the hair-splitting 

relationship between the Miliband 

brothers. Since 2010, Labour, under the 

watchful eye of Ed Miliband reformed 

itself, and attempted to move away from 

New Labour and transform into the 

Milibandite party upon which it fought 

the 2015 election. Despite presenting a 

‘fresh’ spread of interesting policies 

focused on high taxation of the 

wealthiest, and corporation tax, the 

party and Miliband failed in their 

mission to split with Blairism, which 

brought the party into power in 1997 

for 13 years.   
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Now Labour is in a difficult positon, and 

the current leadership race marks a 

crucial moment of truth for the party, 

not only ideologically, but also in terms 

of electability. Four of the five Labour 

leadership candidates are Blairites, and 

want to return the party to a more 

market-conscious and entrepreneurial 

party that appeals to the ‘aspirational’ 

working class – far from its challenger, 

Jeremy Corbyn. Corbyn wants to 

continue to work of Miliband, and move 

the party back to its roots - towards 

‘Old Labour’ - if you’d like. The party 

that Corbyn wants, is one which 

abandons the current austerity regime, 

and focuses on the protection of public 

services, such as the NHS and the 

Welfare State. The leadership favourite, 

Andy Burnham is leading the New 

Labour front; his main concern for the 

party is electability, and to regain those 

seats in middle-England that were lost 

to the Conservatives. The next leader of 

the party will be announced on 12th 

September, after a series of hustings 

and appearances by the candidates over 

the next few months. Regardless of your 

personal beliefs or persuasions, this 

leadership race with shape British 

politics, at both ends of the political 

spectrum, for the next few decades.  

It wouldn’t be right, to end on the 

depressing truth Labour will have to 

face, and ignore the success of the SNP 

(Scottish National Party). ‘Scotland has 

always returned 59 MPs, it’s just that 

this time round, 56 of them were SNP 

MPs’ said Nicola Sturgeon MSP the day 

after the election. The Scot Nat’s 

landslide represents a turning point in 

the politics of the United Kingdom. 

Since the 2014 Independence 

referendum, a surge of Nationalism 

swept the country, and gripped the 

attention of the media, culminating in 

the May 8th result. 1.7% of the national 

vote, won the SNP 10% of the seats in 

the Commons, which is another debate, 

but that fact that this was the first time 

that this had ever happened showed 

that there is a remarkable change in the 

way in which the Scottish want the 

Union to work. The SNP will be a thorn 

in the Conservatives proverbial side, as 

they will almost certainly vote against a 

large portion of government legislation, 

and definitely against proposals to 

bomb Syria, and to tighten 

privacy/terrorism laws. 

To close on another positive, the Green 

party won its largest ever portion of the 

vote (3.8%), and came second in many 

constituencies, including the Labour, 

and former seat of  the late Tony Benn, 

Bristol West. Despite a massive swing in 

the student vote towards the Greens, 

they only returned the one MP, Caroline 

Lucas MP (for Brighton Pavilion), despite 

hopes to return as many as 3.
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Word of the Month: 
Summer 

 :Arabic الصيف
 Bulgarian:  лято

 夏 Chinese:
Danish: Sommer 
French: Été 
German: Sommer 

 καλοκαίρι Greek:
Hebrew: הקיץ 
Irish: Tsamhraidh 
Italian: Estate 

 夏 Japanese:
 여름Korean:  

Latin: Aestas 
Maori: Te raumati 
Norwegian: Sommer 
Polish: Lato 

летоRussian:  
Spanish: Verano 
Turkish: Yaz 

گرما موسم  Urdu: 
Vietnamese: Mùa hè 
Welsh: Haf 

 :Yiddish זומער
Zulu: Ehlobo 
 

LANGUAGES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

~ Emily Weatherburn ~ 

 

THE LANGUAGE INVASION 

If asked what the fastest growing language across Britain was, 

you may respond with the generic answers of French or 

German: languages that we learn in schools and are renowned 

for being British second languages. In truth, the fastest growing 

language is that of the emojis.* 

 

 

 

 

 

So what does this tell us? Could it be that our language is 

regressing to an unalterable point of savage imagery, where the 

written word is no longer a viable form of communication? 

Instead of taking the time to verbalise our thoughts, we choose 

from amongst hundreds of emojis to illustrate what we are 

thinking or doing. Humanity cannot possibly find a lazier form 

of communication, until, of course, the invention of telepathy. 

It’s not just here, either. All across the world, apple’s emojis 

have infiltrated the lives of ordinary people, corrupting their 

minds and rotting their thoughts. 

So beware, the innocent emojis may one day replace the English 

language, and all we will be left with is their haunting little 

faces, laughing at us still…  

 

 

 

*According to Professors of Bangor University, experts in their field. 
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THOMAS HARDY (1840 – 1928) 

 

Perhaps one of the most distinguishing aspects to Dorset, and 

particularly Dorchester, is its relation to Thomas Hardy. Famed for 

his descriptions of the natural world, Hardy uses our countryside to 

emphasise storylines as well as create the honest, passionate feel to 

his work that so many authors now lack. An unfortunate reputation 

of Hardy’s is the slow, difficult pace of many of his novels, an unfair 

assumption, as almost every author of his time wrote in this style, 

including J.R.R Tolkien, who’s storylines are now renowned for their 

exciting and gripping content. Hardy should therefore not be 

dismissed, and even if the novels are too time consuming for you to read, he wrote over 800 

poems, almost all of which still portray his passion and pure adoration for Dorset. 

A particularly interesting consideration with Hardy is how he climbed the social hierarchy 

with his burgeoning fame. After writing “Under the Greenwood Tree”, Hardy became a 

reputable author, a rare thing to happen during the author’s lifetime. He moved from 

Hardy’s cottage to Max Gate, both of which are open for the general public to view, and 

Hardy’s desk can now even be used to write at. One curious aspect of Max Gate is the attic 

in which Hardy’s wife, Emma, spent a large portion of her life. From the small, dark 

conditions, it can be argued that Hardy neither liked, nor respected his wife. However, many 

people argue that Hardy never had a true concept of love, unable to display his true 

emotions and love for Emma. 

Max Gate brought Hardy away from the forest and nature that he’d played in as a child, 

instead giving him high walls and a sophisticated, luxurious life. His writing hugely reflects 

this change. “Under the Greenwood Tree” focusses on the rural landscapes of Dorset and the 

simple life of villagers. Whilst there are still detailed descriptions of nature in his later 

literature, it was no longer the centre for his writing. “Far From the Maddening Crowd”, for 

example, is about women in power; more than this, though, it’s about a girl who moved 

from the rural countryside to a much busier life, suggesting that Hardy saw himself in this 

character. From this, it can be said that Hardy’s dramatic lifestyle change caused him to 

consider broader, more serious issues that would be reached by a more sophisticated 

audience. 

Despite this move away from his childhood and beloved forest, Hardy never really stopped 

loving the moss covered trees or the ivy strewn walls of his family home. Although his ashes 

were scattered at Poets’ Corner in Westminster, his heart was not cremated: that is situated 

in Stinsford besides his first wife Emma and his family, forever preserved along with his 

inherent love of Dorset.  
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THE ARTS 

~ Emily Young ~ 
DRAMA 

It has been decided: the new school play will be Alice in Wonderland! General information 

about both the show itself and auditions can be found at the launch evening on September 

28th, from 3:30-5pm in the Theatre.  The drama department will also be recruiting members 

for this year’s Murder Mystery! 

CLUBS 
Comedy Club 

Wednesday 3:30-5.00 pm 

PA1 

Dance Technique Club 

Thursday 3:30-5pm PA2 

Musical Theatre Club 

Monday 3:45-5pm MU1 

Thomas Hardye Orchestra 

Monday 3.35-5.00pm 

MU1 

Sixth Form Singers 

Monday Lunchtime MU4 

BOSS (Boys Only Smooth 

Singers) 

Tuesday Lunchtime MU2 

Concert Band 

Wednesday 3:30-4:30pm 

MU1 

Big Band  

Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 

MU1 

Photography Club 

Wednesday 3:30-5pm  

Art Club 

Wednesday 3:30-5pm 

ART AREA

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY  
The annual Art, Photography and Design Summer Show was held from June 25th – July 9th. It 

was an outstanding exhibition that really showcased all of the amazing talent that our 

students have!  

MUSIC 
A new charity has been created with The Dorchester Area Schools’ Partnership (DASP) aiming 

to create exciting performance opportunities for young people. They are launching in 

September 2015 - for more information about DASP Music and about the ensembles visit 

daspmusic.co.uk. 
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SCIENCE AND MATHS 
~ Ailsa Kelly ~ 

THE GERM KILLING DOOR HANDLE 

 

One of the most common ways of 

spreading diseases is by leaving 

harmful microorganisms on surfaces, 

especially highly touched surfaces 

such as door handles.  Sum Ming 

“Simon” Wong (17), and Kin Pong 

“Michael” Li (18), from a secondary 

school in Tuen Mun, China, have 

invented a door handle that kills 

bacteria. The handle is coated in a 

mineral called titanium dioxide, which 

kills about 99.8% of bacteria when 

exposed to UV light. To allow UV light 

to reach the handle at night or 

indoors, the handle is made of a 

cylinder of glass, with an LED emitting 

UV light at one end. The energy that 

switches on the light 

is both stimulated 

and generated by the 

movement of the 

door opening and 

closing, with a small 

generator being 

attached to the door 

which converts the 

kinetic energy of the door into 

electrical energy which powers the 

light. This handle could have a 

multitude of uses, from hospitals to 

everyday use in homes, and may cost 

as little as $13 to manufacture. 

 

THE SCIENCE BEHIND HOLLYWOOD 

Hollywood is turning more and more 

to scientists and mathematicians to 

help with their 

movies. And not 

just to write the 

algorithms that 

create a snowfall, or realistic hair. 

Physicist Kip Thorne has worked with 

the actors, writers and directors on 

one of the latest blockbusters, 

Interstellar, helping to verify the 

astrophysics behind the film, and 

scrap any unrealistic plot ideas. He 

said that although most of the time he 

found a way around the science to 

make scenes possible, he said he did 

have to put his foot down when 

director and writer Christopher Nolan 

asked to have the characters moving 

faster than the speed of light. Kip 

Thorne has also written a book on the 

science behind Interstellar. However 

it’s not just science fiction films where 

scientists are consulted; Marine 

Biologist Adam Summers played an 

important role in Finding Nemo, 

helping to create realistic personas 

and making the cartoon coral reefs 

full of real life fish, and apart from the 

talking fish, the film is reasonably 

accurate. Summers even took the 
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writers and directors to lectures about 

ichthyology (the study of fish) and on 

field trips so that they could gain a 

better idea of the lives of the fish they 

were writing about. 

 

THE AIR UMBRELLA 

The umbrella is one of the most 

ancient accessories that we still use 

today. It is thought that the umbrella 

as we know it (a ribbed cage covered 

by a canopy) was invented in 2000 BC 

in China, to keep away rain and sun, 

where it soon became a symbol of 

rank. However, those ancient 

umbrellas have nothing on an “air 

umbrella” currently being developed 

by designers from Nanjing, China, 

who have ditched the canopy for a 

powerful gust of air which pushes the 

rain out of the way. They currently 

schedule their design to be on the 

market by December 2015. 

This technology also has other uses: 

16-year-olds Eric Breuer and Florian 

Maly, from a secondary school in 

Luxembourg have recently revealed 

their ideas to use a stream of air 

instead of windscreen wipers, to 

prevent rain reaching the glass of the 

window and allowing the driver to see. 

They report that this should work even 

when the car is travelling at high 

speeds. They have performed 

experiments on a 1/18 scale model of 

a car in a wind tunnel,                                                   

and have named their product “RAIN 

BAN”.  

 

ENDANGERED ANIMALS 

Rare breeds are those whose numbers 

have dropped to low numbers, mainly 

due to selective breeding. One well 

known rare breed is the Tennessee 

fainting goat, with fewer than 10,000 

individuals worldwide. The fainting is 

caused by a genetic disorder 

called myotonia congenita, and causes 

the muscles to freeze for around 10 

seconds. The biggest risk to these 

breeds is extinction. 6 of the 15 

breeds of pig that lived in the USA 

during the 1930s have become 

extinct. This reduces species diversity, 

and means that any special traits the 

breed possesses will disappear. These 

could include resistance to disease or 

extreme conditions, and means that in 

the future popular breeds such as 

Friesian-Holsteins may perish due to 

not having the genes to cope with a 

changing environment. 

                                                                    

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=rain+ban+eric+breuer+florian+maly&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOeansPkicYCFUad2wodHrwA-Q&url=http://www.wort.lu/de/wissen/hinterhof-forscher-adieu-scheibenwischer-552553e20c88b46a8ce57086&ei=uJ56VefeMca67gae-ILIDw&bvm=bv.95515949,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGKkSQO30iaU856YVMmcJQGc0NBqA&ust=1434185745118200
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This newspaper was formulated through contributions of: Eleanor Mansfield, Sarah Elliott, 

Christina Deeney, Oliver Weaver, Emily Weatherburn, Emily Young and Ailsa Kelly. Thanks for 

reading and please contact us so that we will know how to make this paper more useful! 

Ask MARIE 

Dear Marie, 

I only like guys who are taken. I flirt with them 

until they dump whoever they’re dating, and 

then as soon as they’re available I just lose all 

interest. I have no idea why I do it or how to 

stop myself.  

You either fear commitment or get a 

thrill from stealing someone else’s guy. 

Either way, the fact that you recognise 

that it’s a problem means you are closer 

to solving it. Just make sure to quit the 

flirting and keep it on a friendly basis; 

don’t just fall head over heels in lust and 

break up a happy home over nothing.   

Ask Marie the issues that niggle at the back of your mind! 

All letters to Marie are subject to publication in the Thomas Hardye 

News. All correspondents’ details are guaranteed confidential. 

Dear Marie, 

There’s a girl in my biology class who is 

always competing with me. Like whenever 

we get our papers back, she’d always ask 

how I did and when she gets a better grade 

she acts as though it’s a big deal. I cannot 

stand her. How can I make her stop? 

Don’t fuel the fire. Don’t bother telling 

her your grades or be as equally 

annoying to her, by saying she has to 

guess your score each time. She’ll get 

fed up playing her game of Top Trumps, 

once she realises it’s going to take a lot 

of effort. But I’d simply ignore her and 

roll your eyes if I were you, easiest way. 


